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General Comment

TheAudralian Local Government Assodation (ALGA) welcomes the oppatunity to
comment on thedraft report of the Review of the Disability Standadsfor Accessible
Public Trangort.

Loca Government as the spheae of govenment closest to the community is acutely
aware of community expectationsin those areas that affect people@ everyday lives
induding those with disabilities. It is pleased to note the finding in the draft Report that
there have been improvements in theremova of discrimination for people with disability.

Loca Government consders tha the goodintentions of the Disability Discrimination Act
have not been fulfilled dueto thelack of resources to propely implement the
requirements of thelegidation and a propely strucured administration process.
Resources have been lacking to allow the development of clear and practical standads
ableto beused in thefield (resulting in uncertainty), for necessary infrastructure
upgrades and for the devel opment of tools to measure progress.

Uncertainty aboutstandardsis compoundel by alack of agreement onthedivision of
responsbilities between state agendes and local govanment in some jurisdictions For
example in South Audraliathereis currently no agreement onwhat are the
responsbilities of Loca Government in relation to State Government operated passenge
trangport services.

The Draft Report does notsuggest a cohaent model for the administration of the
legidation or solutionsto theidentified lack of resources. TheDraft Report@ strong
focusonudgngthe Audraia Public Trangport Jurisdictiond Committee (APTJC) and the
AudraiaPublic Trangort Nationd Advisory Committee (APTNAC) does notrecognize
thelimited capabilities of these bodies and thar lack of resources to undetake some of
thework proposd.

Of paticular concern to ALGA isthedraft recommendaion that Human Rights and
Equd Opporttunity Commission (HREOC) beng given the power to refer cases of alleged
breaches of the Trangport Standardsdirectly to the Federal Court. Local Government
congdersthat the current arrangements are already too legdistic. A preferable approach
would bethe establishment of processes tha minimize the confrontationd approach of
legd proceedingsand ingead promote acondliatory approach to finding solutions

The current environment creates high levels of uncertainty for providers of infrastructure
services as there are no mechanisms for seeking and obtaining permanent exemptions
Provides of infrastructure have to rely onbeng able to arguetha they are notable to



provide compliant infrastructure on hardshipOgroundswhen chdlenged throughlegd
Processes.

It is also disappointing tha the Review has notlooked at the legidation and any issues
tha have emerged with thelegidationin its current form.

FromaLoca Government paspective, state govenments and the Audraliagovenment s
have not abided by the Inter Governmental Agreement on cog shifting signed by all
sphaes of govenment on 12 April 2006 and have not provided local govenment with
the suppott or thefinandal resources to implement Federal requirements during atime
when many coundls are, as shown by therecent Produdivity Commission Report on
Assessing Local Government RevenueRaising Capecity, strugglingto raise additiond
revenue

Loca Government is aso disappointed tha the draft report makes no mention of parking
infrastructure for the disabled in view of the aging popuktion.

Comments on the draft recommendations

Recommendaion 1: APTJC to establish a technical experts groupto review technical
amendmrents proposd by the Review and condder certain issuesrelated to current
exemptionsand safety requirements.

Comment:

Loca Government agrees tha there is aneed to develop accurate and, in some cases,
possibly prescriptive standardson a modespecific basis to remove uncertainty about
standads In Local GovernmentG view those standardswould be best housed within
Standads Audraliarather than as separate standads attached to the Disability
Discrimination Act.

Having the Disability Standadshousd with Standards Audraliawould make it easier for
trangport infrastructure provides to find standardsand avoid the need to reference two
different sources of sandadswhen planning projects. Having al standadsin one
location would mean tha therequirements of the Disability Discrimination Act are less
likely to beoverlooked.

Loca Government does notsuppot APTJC beingtheoversightbodyfor the
development of standads APTJC representationis limited to state governments with no
representation of local government, private opeators or users. A more appropriate body
may bethe Audralia Public Trangport Nationd Advisory Committee but this Committee
would need to be suppoted by an appropriate level of resourcing.

" The Inter-governmental Agreement Establishing Principles Guiding Inter-Governmental Relations on
Local government.



Local govenment is also concerned tha unde this recommendaion APTJC continuesto
have adirect opeationd role in thecondderation of exemptions. Local Government
view istha APTJC is not propely resourced to undertake tha role.

Recommendaiton 2: Remowve exclusonsfor dedicated school buses, andindudeschool
busservicesin the Trangort Standaidson a ddayed conpliance timeline

Comment:

No comment on school buses.

Reconmmendaion 3: Amend the excluson for conmunity busservicesto indudein the
Trangort Sandardsthose community services whose purpos is to service people with
disability or older people.

Comment:

Community buses are sometimes opeaated by courtils. Genealy coundls utilize
volunteer opaatorsto reduce cos andthere is adange that these additiond requirements
may be so cogly tha it will lead to the closure of some community busservices. On that
basis extending the Trangpont Standads provisionsto these vehicles could be counter
produdive and is not suppoted.

New vehicles however should be built to standadsto meet the DDA requirements so tha
ovetime as buses so tha they would meet DAA standads

Recommendaion 4: APTJC to appoint modal sub-committees to develop (in conaultation
with APTNAC) Guiddines unde the Trangort Standards by modeof public trangort.

Comment:
Theinterrelationship between Recommendaion 1 and Recommendaion 4 is not clear.

Asageneaad prindpleloca govenment consderstha the development of standardsor
guiddines should involve all providers (state, local government and private sector) and
users.



Recommendaion 5: APTJC sub-committee to develop a national approach to labdling
mobility aidsthat are fit for use on public trangort and establish a clearinghoug of
best-practice exanmples of accessible public trangort.

Comment:

No specific comment. Thereisaquestion of wheher APTJC is resourced to undetake
this task.

Recommendaion 6: HREOC to be provided with powersto refer cases of breaches of the
Trangort Sandadsdirectly to the Federal Court.

Comment:

Therecommendaion to provide HREOC with the power to refer cases of alleged
breechesis not suppoted.

In ALGAG view thelack of an administrative process to hear complaints, provide advice,
and manage standads has meant there is an unduereliance onthe legd processes. This
recommendaion would encourage continuaion and expangon of alegdistic approach to
theadministration of thelegidation.

Recommendaion 7: APTJC to develop a mandabry reporting framework for
Commonwealth, State and Territory governments andimplement the framework by end-
2008.

Comment:

Mandaory reportingisonly suppoted if it forms part of an administrative process and
does not require the establishment of additiond data collection.

Reconmendaion 8: ABStoindudea question on public trangort patronagein surveys
of people with disability.

Comment:

No comment



Reconmendaion 9: APTNAC and APTJC to agree a new conaultative framework with
addiional responsbilities for both conmittees.

Comment:

This recommendaion needsto be strengthened by specifying the conaulting framework,
induding draft terms of reference. Therecommendaion should make clear tha these
committees can only undetake thetasks beng asked of them if they are adequaely
resourced.



